Maine Revised Statutes

Title 22: HEALTH AND WELFARE
Chapter 263-B: ABORTIONS

§1598. ABORTIONS

1. Palicy. Itisthe public policy of the State that the State not restrict awoman's exercise of her private
decision to terminate a pregnancy before viability except as provided in section 1597-A. After viability an
abortion may be performed only when it is necessary to preserve the life or health of the mother. It is also the
public policy of the State that all abortions may be performed only by a physician.

[ 1993, c. 61, §2 (AMD) .]

2. Definitions. Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms shall
have the following meanings.

A. "Abortion" means the intentional interruption of a preghancy by the application of external agents,
whether chemical or physical or by the ingestion of chemical agents with an intention other than to
produce alive birth or to remove adead fetus. [ 1979, c¢. 405, 82 (NEW.]

B. "Viability" means the state of fetal development when the life of the fetus may be continued
indefinitely outside the womb by natural or artificial life-supportive systems. [ 1979, c¢. 405, 8§82
(NEW . ]

[ 1979, c. 405, §2 (NEW .]

3. Personswho may perform abortions; penalties.

A. Only aperson licensed under Title 32, chapter 36 or chapter 48, to practice medicinein Maine asa
medical or osteopathic physician, may perform an abortion on another person. [ 1979, c¢. 405, 82
(NEW . ]

B. Any person not so licensed who knowingly performs an abortion on another person or any person
who knowingly assists a nonlicensed person to perform an abortion on another person is guilty of a Class
Ccrime. [1979, c. 405, 82 (NEW.]

[ 1979, c. 405, 82 (NEW .]
4. Abortions after viability; criminal liability. A person who performs an abortion after viability is
guilty of aClass D crimeif:
A. He knowingly disregarded the viability of thefetus, and [ 1979, c. 405, 82 (NEW.]
B. He knew that the abortion was not necessary for the preservation of the life or health of the mother.
[1979, c. 405, 82 (NEW.]
[ 1979, c. 405, 82 (NEW .]
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The State of Maine clams a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this materia, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto statutory text arereserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 127th Maine Legidatureand iscurrent through October 1, 2016. Thetextissubject to
changewithout notice. It isa version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Satutes
Annotated and supplementsfor certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes aso requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goa
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or providelegd adviceor interpretation of Mainelaw to the public.
If you need legd assistance, please contact aquaified attorney.
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